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Buddy Bear meets some fellow fahan students at 
the term two Big sister, Little sister BBQ.

Helen Browne
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at st mary’s in Johannesburg. she enjoyed 

her experience and gained valuable insight of 

another culture. in term three we will welcome 

a student from st mary’s to fahan. we hope to 

continue this exchange for years to come. 

one of the questions i am most often asked is, 

what are the points of difference that fahan 

offers over other options for educating girls 

in tasmania?  my answer, in addition to our 

a winter term in tasmania is full of surprises 

and challenges: the unseasonably warm 

weather late in the term, during which the girls 

were asking to change to summer uniform; 

prolonged downpours that dampen enthusiasm 

and the increase in occurrences of colds and 

other ailments.  when added to the full calendar 

of a school, these things make the term an 

exciting roller coaster of a ride. 

once again, the students have thrown 

themselves into a variety of activities which you 

can read about in this edition of fahan in focus.  

highlights for me have included the tm Lecture, 

delivered by Posie Graeme-evans, the octagon 

musical, Bugz, the senior and Junior cross 

country events, the senior athletics carnival, 

Book, debating and arts weeks, visits from the 

tokyo Jogakkan and yokohama eiwa schools 

and our year 9 visit to melbourne as guests of 

fintona.

in other news, year 10 student, helen Browne, 

has returned to fahan after spending a term 

PrinciPal’s 
rePort

excellent academic record, includes our size 

and, as a consequence, the smaller classes 

which engender such good relationships 

between the girls and between the staff and 

students.  the environment is also a very special 

asset.  all of these factors contribute to the 

indefinable, but ever-present, spirit of fahan.

when i talk about this spirit, i am reminded 

of an analogy that a friend used, of an axe 

that had been part of the family since time 

immemorial.  while the head had cracked and 

had to be replaced three times, and the handle 

split five times, and was similarly replaced, the 

axe remained a popular and valued asset for 

the family.  the spirit of cooperation and the 

willingness to ‘have a go’ is akin to this axe at 

fahan.  it has stood the test of time: different 

heads and handles, in the form of staff and 

students, have kept it swinging throughout the 

years and it still is held in high esteem. 

Planning is well under way for the reunion 

weekend commencing friday 7 october.  the 

first events, the alumni versus current students 

hockey and netball games at lunchtime on that 

friday, are sure to be keenly contested.  Please 

take note of the date, as the weekend will offer 

a variety of opportunities for you to reacquaint 

yourself with friends and meet many more 

people who share your interest in fahan.

i wish the fahan school community a successful 

term and look forward to the exciting final 

stage of the 2011 school year.

Mr tony Freeman, Principal

at the travers morphett Lecture. L-r: andrew 
Blaxland, Posie Graeme-evans, elli hopkins, matilda 
heerey and tony freeman.

mr freeman presents the 2011 senior house 
athletics carnival trophy to fenton house 
chair, courtney meiklejohn.
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if you have not yet taken the time to read 

through the fahan school strategic Plan 2010 

- 2012, i urge you to do so. the Plan, which 

provides clear aims, goals and specific initiatives 

designed to shape the future of our school and 

its role in the development of our girls, will not 

come to life without the shared commitment of 

the fahan school community.

that shared commitment is noted as an 

important part of the strategic plan, being a 

key result area under ‘our school community’. 

Linked to this, the fahan school Board 

acknowledges the importance of building 

an involved, connected and engaged school 

community, without which the achievement 

of our broad vision and objectives will be 

decidedly more challenging.

as part of its strategic focus, the Board has 

this year placed increased importance on 

the need to communicate and work closely 

with the broader school community and our 

stakeholder groups. indeed, the strategic plan 

highlights a need to improve communication 

with parents and the school community at 

large, and to collaborate with the Parents and 

friends association and alumni to support their 

involvement in our significant projects.

over the past few months the Board has met 

with senior staff and members of both the 

P&f and alumni to review the strategic plan, 

to share our collective views on the school’s 

future and to consider opportunities to better 

promote its many assets. this has also enabled 

us to recommit to a strategic vision that will 

see fahan school being in demand as the 

outstanding school for girls in tasmania.

By focusing on an approach that is collaborative 

and connected, it is my hope we can, together, 

ensure fahan is well-prepared to confront and 

harness the dynamic forces shaping our school, 

its culture and its future. i look forward to 

continuing that work in partnership with the 

school community.

liz Jack, chair Person

the end of term two and winter sees us shed 

some of our winter jackets (perhaps) and the 

Parents and friends association springing to 

life like startled gazelles organising activities to 

bring us together as a school community. 

the first of our spring events was the car Boot 

sale, although technically still in winter, and it 

was a resounding success with many attending 

and enjoying the opportunity to browse each 

other’s treasures. i must recognise the efforts 

of Gillian Vosper and her trusty team who 

did an amazing job pulling the day together. 

through these types of activities, the Parents 

and friends association continues to raise 

funds that contribute to many areas of school 

life in the form of new equipment or capital 

building works. consequently, i encourage you 

to support these activities in any way you can, 

as the girls are the ones who benefit from the 

funds we raise. 

Going forward, we will be aiming to host 

as many events as possible on campus, as 

this often results in very positive comments 

from visitors. it is always pleasing to be able 

to showcase not only our facilities, but the 

exceptional standard of personal development 

our girls are afforded at fahan. 

recently we have begun the process of 

reviewing our constitution and developing a 

members’ handbook, which will be available 

in the near future for anyone interested in 

learning more about what the Parents and 

friends association does. alternatively, you 

will be able to read or download it from the 

‘Parents’ section of the school website. in 

particular, our aim is to make information 

about the Parents and friends association as 

accessible as possible and highlight that your 

time commitment to the association can be as 

much or as little as you can afford, taking into 

account your other family demands.   

when we all return from our september break 

there will be other opportunities for parents to 

get together. i encourage you all to make the 

effort to attend some of the organised school 

events, your class groups or even consider a 

more active role assisting in activities organised 

by the Parents and friends. 

simon Barker, President P&F

Liz Jack
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term two, as ever, has been busy for the whole 

school. for the littlies, who have just finished 

performances of their musical, Bugz, through 

to the year 11 and 12s, who are steadily 

working towards end of year exams, it has 

been an action packed term.  i thank each of 

you who has participated in sports, debating, 

performances and all other activities that define 

our school. 

house debating took place this term and saw 

fenton add yet another victory to their overall 

winning streak. the staff/student debate was 

on the topic of whether teachers are necessary 

in schools, with the teachers arguing against 

their own employment and students arguing 

for it. unfortunately, as with the soccer in 

term one, the win went to the staff. courtney, 

connor and Grace should be commended on 

their efforts as, even though they did not win it 

for year 12, they put up a good fight.

cross country and athletics carnivals occurred 

this term and luckily the sun stayed out just 

long enough for both of these events to actually 

take place on their scheduled dates! Both 

events had huge amounts of participation, 

which made for pleasant days for students and 

staff alike. cross country went to freycinet 

house and athletics to fenton.

the Big sister, Little sister sausage sizzle for 

this term had a special surprise in store for the 

young fahanies. Buddy Bear made an inaugural 

appearance and, whilst it was a treat for most 

of the younger girls, there were some who held 

reservations about this giant teddy dressed in 

their Pe uniform.

Buddy Bear also made another special 

appearance at K&d, cambridge with the 

year 12 girls who were selling raffle tickets 

for the ‘Peninsula extravaganza weekend’ to 

raise money for the alannah and madeline 

foundation. i extend a big thank you to all the 

girls who gave up their weekend to do this.

as i write this, everyone is getting ready for arts 

week and house Plays, which are set to take 

place in the final week of term. franklin house 

is performing the castle, freycinet is performing 

which seuss stole christmas and fenton house 

is putting on, Bevs at Kev’s.

the year 12 fundraising has gone very well this 

year and is almost complete. fundraising efforts 

have included a fashion show, chocolate sales 

and a major raffle with all prizes donated. as 

previously mentioned in issue one of fahan in 

focus, we decided to support the alannah and 

madeline foundation. the Port arthur massacre 

occurred when we were very small but there are 

very few tasmanian lives not touched by that 

dreadful day. the modern foundation operates 

australia-wide so that “every child can have 

a safe and happy childhood, free of any form 

of violence”. it is very hard to argue with that 

sentiment and yet there continues to be a 

great need for care of abused children in our 

community - the reason year 12 felt so strongly 

about this particular charity. i can’t tell you how 

much has been raised this year because we are 

not yet finished but the support and energy 

across the whole school community has been 

much appreciated and i thank you again.

the end of term two marks an important time 

in the fahan year. for year 12 the pace is 

picking up towards the end of year exams and 

then, what is likely to be an odd experience; not 

being at school any more! i do not have any 

doubt in my mind that most, if not all, of us will 

look back with great fondness and warmth on 

our time at fahan. our school is special; it is a 

place of learning, community and friendship. 

as we prepare to set off to new places and 

challenges we are all well prepared. to each of 

my friends in year 12 i say work hard and play 

hard because you, like fahan, are special and 

i wish each of you an enjoyable final term at 

fahan school.

gabreal wake, Head girl

Buddy Bear meets some fellow fahan students at 
the term two Big sister, Little sister BBQ.

year 12s man the BBQ to raise money for the alannah 
and madeline foundation.
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Jogakkan Visit

in July this year our year six fahan students 

hosted students from tokyo Jogakkan.  every 

year our girls look forward to billeting and 

working with students from tokyo Jogakkan 

Primary school.  

the Jogakkan exchange program is an 

important part of our Language curriculum 

at fahan.  all Junior school students enjoyed 

hosting Principal, mr toru mihara and staff 

members from Jogakkan, along with 21 

students from years 5 and 6, ranging in ages 

from 10-12 years old.

Jogakkan welcome assembly

the sharing of both australian and Japanese 

cultural activities was enjoyed by our fahan 

families, students and staff during the four 

day visit.  we will look forward to the program 

continuing into its 7th year in 2012 when 

Jogakkan students will again be visiting us in 

the Junior school.

Prep - reggio emilia Journey

this year the Prep class has had an ongoing 

interest in tortoises and turtles.

in term two, the children enjoyed reading the 

book, yakkinn, the swamp tortoise by Gerald 

and Guundie Kuchling, which is written as a 

story based on factual information. the children 

decided to make their Book week display about 

yakkinn, her friends and their natural habitat.

we used the book and the internet to find out 

more about the habitat of these endangered 

tortoises in western australia.

when the children had completed the backdrop 

for their display, mollie said,’it is so beautiful, i 

think we have brought nature inside.’

our reggio emilia approach to early childhood 

learning allows us to develop magnificent 

projects, such as this one, based on the 

chilrden’s enquiries.

a tortoise habitat made by Prep

scarlett spider, catepillar and Bookworm on stage during Bugz.

Junior 
scHool news

Book week - one world, Many stories

fahan Junior school celebrated 2011 cBca 

Book week with great excitement.

Leading up to Book week, students spent time 

reading and exploring books short-listed for this 

year’s childrens’ Book council award.  Books 

were read and reviewed and amazing displays 

were assembled. students also participated 

in the Junior Judges’ competition. they loved 

it’s Bedtime, william! by deborah niland and 

enjoyed the tall man and the twelve Babies by 

tom niland champion and Kilmeny niland.

canteen manager, mrs felicity roger created a 

spectacular Book week cake that was displayed 

during the week. also, as part of this year’s 

celebrations, picture books were collected to 

donate to various charities. the Book week 

Parade was the highlight of the week, however. 

students from Pre-Kinder to year 6 dressed up 

as characters from their favourite book.Bugz the Musical

Bugz, the 2011 octagon musical starring Kinder 

to year 2 students and featuring performances 

from other Junior school classes, delighted 

audiences with its tale about the importance 

of not judging others by appearance and 

remembering to make everyone feel included.

the infant school musical is an event that 

showcases the talent of the youngest members 

of the fahan community.

in the show, all of the bugs had been invited to 

attend a picnic in the park, except for scarlett 

the spider and caterpillar. the other bugs were 

scared by scarlett’s appearance and think that 

caterpillar is unattractive so they choose not to 

invite them to the festivities. however, as events 

unfolded all the bugs learnt a valuable lesson 

about accepting others for who they are, not 

what they look like.

the marvellous cake made by 
felicity roger of B&fee.
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Mini course Program

wednesday afternoons were a special time in 

the middle school during the last weeks of term 

two, and the girls have looked forward to them 

with enthusiasm.  

the purpose of the mini course program is 

three-fold: firstly, to encourage students to  

take part in an activity in which they would  

not normally participate during their school  

day; secondly, to provide a chance for students 

and teachers to mix across years 6, 7 and 

8 and, thirdly, to provide the experience of 

making a choice in terms of subjects – a skill 

which is important as students move into the 

senior school.

this year, the courses on offer included: 

Bushwalking, cooking, Zumba, Knitting, Pilates 

and an introduction to anatomy and caring for 

our coastline.

Bushwalking involved the students taking walks 

up the slopes of mt nelson and mt wellington.  

the weather was, at times, beautiful and ideal 

for walking.  at other times the girls walked 

in light rain.  the walks were challenging and 

the students who chose this course worked 

hard to complete them, whilst learning about 

the importance of proper choices of clothing, 

equipment and footwear.  this course served as 

preparation for outdoor education courses in 

the senior years.

cooking was a very popular choice and was 

held in the year 6 classrooms.  during this time 

students learnt about basic food preparation 

and hygiene, as well as how to work effectively 

as a team member.

Zumba involved the students attending classes 

at the university.  these classes were high 

energy and enabled students to build on their 

fitness developed in Pe classes.

Knitting outside the square proved to be highly 

popular.  students learnt to knit a basic square 

in stocking stitch.  they were then able to use 

this square as a basis for a toy, a scarf, or a 

rug.  it was delightful to see a group of students 

sitting in the library, quietly knitting.  the girls 

commented on how they enjoyed learning a 

craft, and many were able to form a connection 

with their grandmothers, as they were able to 

show their creations after the course.

a qualified instructor from outside the 

school took Pilates and an introduction to 

anatomy.  this course provided a chance for 

the girls to learn the basics of Pilates as well 

as undertaking some study into the way the 

human body moves.  this course served as an 

ideal preparation for students who wish to 

study sport science in the senior school.

caring for our coastline was a highly popular 

course, with students taking responsibility for 

weeding and replanting an area of Bellerive 

Bluff over the six weeks.  the girls enjoyed 

pulling on gardening gloves and getting their 

hands into the soil, knowing that what they 

were doing was of benefit to the environment 

and the local community.

Mrs sharon Johns, Middle school coordinator

caring for our coastline 
students hard at work.

can-can is armed with 
the tools of the trade 
for mini courses.

sasha isn’t afraid to don the 
gloves and clean up tassie’s 
coastal areas.
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Fintona trip

in June the year 9 students went on the annual 

fintona exchange trip to melbourne. the girls 

were billeted with fintona families for four days, 

before staying in an inner-city hostel on the 

friday night.

as well as making many new friends, highlights 

of the trip included the tutankhamun exhibition, 

acmi screen worlds, the “art” day and 

attending an evening performance of Love 

never dies, the sequel to the world-renowned 

musical, Phantom of the opera.

year 9 soak in the atmosphere at fed square in melbourne

during their stay the girls were treated to some 

wonderful hospitality by their host families and 

they are looking forward to reciprocating when 

the fintona girls visit us early next year.

world challenge

this year was fahan’s first participating in the 

world challenge. world challenge is a company 

that takes school groups on educational 

expeditions to countries in africa, asia, central 

and south america, and the Pacific. the 

students lead the expedition and plan it all 

themselves. in addition to cultural exchange 

and trekking, a main focus of world challenge 

is for school groups to participate in community 

project work within the country they are visiting.

the fahan students enthusiastically undertook 

their community project in the beachside town 

of hoi an where they assisted at the Quang 

nam centre for homeless and disabled.

the girls spent five days painting and helping 

out around the centre and said that it was 

incredible to see the difference they had made, 

in a short space of time, to the lives of the 

people living there.

iss experience

in July, clare Browne attended the international 

science school at the university of sydney. she 

was fortunate to hear from speakers including 

sir John Pendry from the imperial college 

of London, Professor allan clarke from the 

university of Geneva and her personal favourite, 

dr deanna d’alessandro. dr d’alessandro spoke 

about capturing and storing carbon dioxide in 

order to help with reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and assist in the fight against climate 

change.

it wasn’t all work, however. clare also made 

friends with peers from all around the world 

and attended a lot of social activities including 

the harbour cruise, the Bush dance, talent 

night, a visit to the Zoo, a relay trivia Quiz and 

a Gala reception. 

a highlight for clare was the science and 

engineering challenge. in teams, the iss 

students were asked to construct a buggy that 

would move over a rough surface in the fastest 

time possible. clare’s team won this challenge. 

clare said that “in some ways it helped me 

to think about my future career. it gave me a 

greater understanding of different areas that 

people can study, particularly physics, and all of 

the different possibilities within these fields.”

“it was a fantastic experience. i had a lot of fun 

and had the opportunity to participate in a wide 

variety of activities.”



 9

staFF news

from 2012 Kathy foster 
will take over as fahan’s 
deputy Principal and she 
says she is “very excited 
and looking forward 
to the challenges next 
year.”

Kathy has been teaching for almost 30 years. 

she has taught maths and science in tasmanian 

high schools for about half of this time. she 

has also taught in adelaide, northern nsw 

and Queensland. Kathy first moved to fahan in 

2000 and spent 10 years here until leaving at 

the end of 2009 to move to Brisbane. however, 

her love for the school saw her return at the 

beginning of 2011.

in addition to teaching maths and science 

this year, Kathy took on the position as 

sports coordinator. she has a strong sporting 

background, having represented australia for 

eight years in basketball, including the 1984 

olympics. she was named mVP of the wnBL 

on three occasions and is a member of the 

tasmanian sporting hall of fame.

Kathy can attest to the wonderful opportunities 

afforded to girls who come to fahan because 

both her daughters are past students. rachael 

(2005) and rebecca (2008), who were both 

head Girls, gained so much from their time  

at fahan and the skills they learnt here have 

been invaluable.

“i hope to continue rosemary’s [sargison] 

good work and, by respecting our traditions, 

work with all sectors of the fahan community 

to ensure our school achieves its vision and 

values.”

retirement

fahan’s arts coordinator, mrs sue ekins, has 

recently announced her forthcoming retirement. 

sue has been teaching art at fahan for 22 years 

and says that her time spent at fahan has been 

the most rewarding and enjoyable of her career.  

sue has taught hundreds of girls during this 

time, introducing them to the imaginative and 

creative world of art.

we are sure that everyone in the fahan 

community will join the school in wishing sue 

all the best in her retirement. we sincerely hope 

she will stay connected with fahan.

mrs emily hogan and holly smith at the athletics carnival

mrs sue ekins

mrs Kathy foster

welcome

during term two the school has welcomed 

mrs emma crawford to the position of senior 

Librarian. 

emma has been a part of the fahan school 

community in various capacities since 2002.  

she has worked as a teaching assistant, special 

needs support worker, outside school hours 

care coordinator and teacher.  emma went 

on maternity Leave in mid 2008 and has now 

returned to work in the senior Library.

“in this role i am enthusiastic about the 

opportunity to facilitate the development 

of information literacy in our students, 

which, i believe, is essential for independent, 

empowered, lifelong learners.”
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mrs emma crawfordms sophie edwards

staFF news continueD

mrs rosemary sargison’s retirement is now 

going to be quite busy with the arrival of her 

two latest grandchildren! her daughter, sarah, 

and son-in-law, alex mirowski, welcomed the 

arrival of their twins, Jonty James and sophie 

Grace on 13 June - 9 weeks ahead of schedule! 

Jonty weighed just 1150gm (2lb 9) and sophie, 

his “big” sister, 1200gm (2lb 11). however, they 

have both flourished in care at the hospital and 

went home in august. we wish rosemary and 

sarah all the best for the new additions to the 

“sargison legacy.”

ms sophie edwards has also had a busy term 

two. she graduated with a master of Business 

administration from utas, is engaged to 

cameron Baxter and is expecting her first baby. 

what an exciting year for sophie! 

Farewell

as the communications and events coordinator 

at fahan it has been my pleasure to produce 

fahan in focus each term. however, i will be 

leaving the fahan community to take up a 

position in online marketing for the museum of 

old and new art. i feel privileged to have met 

sarah with Jonty and 
sophie ready to go 
home.

athletics

the senior school athletics carnival was held 

on tuesday 16 august, a surprisingly and 

unseasonably sunny day. 

students in years 7 to 12 arrived at the domain 

bright and early in the morning to make sure 

that there was time to get through all of the 

events scheduled for the day. 

as usual, the famous fahan “get in and have 

a go” attitude prevailed. there were so many 

participants in all of the events and those who 

were not able to participate cheered loudly from 

the sidelines. 

everyone performed to the best of their ability, 

eager to earn points for their house, but two 

standout performances resulted in two records 

being broken. emma Keleher broke the u/13 

shot Putt record and abbie rothery set a new 

standard of 10.0m in the u/16 triple Jump.

congratulations to fenton house and courtney 

meiklejohn (house chair) who were victors on 

the day, ahead of freycinet and franklin.

2011 champions:

Jessica robinson: u/13 track and field and 

overall champion

Molly gardner: u/14 track champion

ella ross: u/14 and intermediate field 

champion

sophie Bale: u/15 track and field and 

intermediate track champion

ellie law: u/16 track champion

abbie rothery: u/16 field champion

Jessica Bale: open track champion

clare Browne: open field champion

so many of you during my time at fahan and 

wish you all the best for the future. 

eleanor robb

eleanor robb

Loud cheering in the senior house athletics 
carnival, august.
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year 9 and 10 students with the Prep class and 
their brand new reading books featuring them. 
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national science week

science week 2011 celebrated the international 

year of chemistry. a visit to the science labs  

introduced people to the chemistry hall of 

fame and 3d atom models made by year 8 

classes. to start the week, all students enjoyed 

two edible periodic tables; decorated cupcakes 

made by the year 8 students.

other activities during science week included

year 7 c’s excursion to the Lenah Valley animal 

hospital, learning about animal care and 

vet science study. we are grateful to dr. con 

Brosnan (father of alex, year 7) for sharing his 

knowledge and experience with the class.

year 7J began their forces unit with a visit to 

the engineering school at utas, creating and 

testing planes, and learning about flight.

Both year 8 classes attended dr. fiona wood’s 

Guest Lecture at utas. she was an inspiring 

speaker and a fine role model for our students.

there are many wonderful things happening in 

the science labs each day, from year 5 Kitchen 

chemistry to year 12 chemistry experiments. 

such experiences are possible due to the fact 

that fahan school is blessed with passionate 

and experienced science teachers.

Prep readers

two months ago our computing class started a 

publishing project using indesign. we spoke to 

mrs stephen [Prep teacher] about writing and 

designing children’s reading books. our books 

were designed to be at the second level of 

reading for the Preps. 

all our stories were written about the current 

Prep class. after writing our stories we spent 

a few lessons taking photos with the Preps to 

add to our books. once we had completed a 

rough copy of our books, we put them together 

ready to be printed. we had a “book launch” 

to present the books we had made to the Preps 

and their families. we organised forms so that 

people were able to order the books to take 

home. as well as learning how to use indesign, 

we had a lot of fun making these books with 

the Preps.

katy, stella, Holly and emma

what the Preps thought:

i loved it when they took the photos. it was 

such fun.

i liked it because when we were playing a game 

for a photo as it felt like it was real.

i loved it because everything was fun.

it was fun because i did one of my books with 

my big sister’s soccer coaches.

i loved doing a drawing for a photo.

did you know - they put one of my drawings on 

a page in one book. they made it really small 

and then it was on the page.

Prep class

year 7J make planes during a visit to the 
utas engineering school.

Grace shows her special reader.



your fahan school alumni association continues 

to focus on projects and activities that ensure 

that our fahan alumni can connect with each 

other and with our school.

our energetic and committed team are currently 

focusing on several areas. 

our annual decadial weekend, 7-8 october, 

for 1941 – ‘45, ’51 – ‘55, ‘61,’ 71, ‘81, ’91, 

’01, ’06  and ‘11 leavers, will include sporting 

events, a special assembly, cocktail party, school 

tours and a high tea, along with a range of 

special events organised by our year group 

co-ordinators, who are doing a fabulous job 

at hunting down their peers in all corners of 

the world.  our events team, led by Lisa Brown 

(morgan), is a hive of activity and planning to 

ensure this weekend is as memorable as ever!

we also have a working party, including 

Kirsteen devine from the current staff, looking 

at ways that we can provide career advice and 

mentoring to current senior school students.  

we are exploring options such as attending the 

october careers expo, providing career advice 

and sharing career stories with current year 

10s and establishing a virtual career mentoring 

network via the fsa webpage.

our third priority is a review of the current 

fahan school alumni Bursary.  we have a 

team, led by rachel moore, and including John 

williamson, a current staff member, exploring 

ways that we can make this a contemporary 

award that spreads the funds more widely to 

the benefit of more students.  our hope is to 

launch the bursary at speech night. this will 

provide a way to support current students to 

follow their talents and passions with financial 

support from the alumni funds.

we are always looking for alumni who are keen 

to connect with each other and the school to 

work with us on these projects. Please let me 

know if you are keen.

i hope to see many of you during our october 

reunion weekend – it is always a highlight for 

everyone involved!

kathryn thomas (ikin), Fsaa President 

thomask@fahan.tas.edu.au 

0417375848
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Fsaa 
PresiDent’s
rePort

nateBy cluB
PresiDent’s 
rePort

once again the dining room at nateby looked 

a picture for the thirty members who attended 

our winter lunch. Prepared by margo eckerman 

and rhonda wood, it was delicious, as always.

the Principal outlined many proposed 

improvements to school buildings, especially the 

interior of the main school block. mr freeman 

also referred to the outstanding results current 

students have been achieving during the year.

the guest speaker was mrs Brigitta Browning 

who told us about the gardens around the 

school. she spends many hours assisting in the 

garden and would appreciate plants from old 

scholars. the walnut trees planted in memory 

of hester clark are now flourishing, thanks to 

her care.

Because of space restrictions at nateby, events 

coordinator eleanor robb has arranged to have 

our annual christmas Lunch on 11 november 

at the royal yacht club. their dining room is 

beautiful and car parking and access to the 

building is very easy. this is the first time we 

have held a lunch away from the school, apart 

from our expeditions by bus. however, it will be 

a very festive occasion, including a three-course 

meal, and will allow for every interested nateby 

club member to attend. the aGm will be held 

at the end of lunch.

anyone interested in seeing the amazing 

building blocks we bought for the early 

Learning centre is invited to the octagon for 

morning tea on monday 26 september at 10 

am.  Please phone the fahan office on 6225 

1064 if you would like to attend.

sue allison, President, nateby club

nateby club members 
enjoying term two Lunch.
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aluMni news
travers Morphett lecture

writer, producer, director and fahan alumna, 

Posie Graeme-evans, returned to fahan school 

to present the 2011 travers morphett Lecture, 

which showcases fahan women who are 

experts in their field, on monday 4 July.

Posie is best known as the creator of australian 

television programs such as hi-5 and the multi-

award winning mcLeod’s daughters – a show 

set in rural south australia about the fictional 

farm, drover’s run, which is staffed by an all-

female workforce.

her message to the enthralled audience, in 

particular to the students, was that no matter 

what your dream is, determination and tenacity 

are the keys to helping achieve it. 

“if my work has meaning, i hope it will inspire 

creativity - in the spirit of, i’ve done it, so can 

you,” Posie said.

“take those chances as they come your way 

and never, ever give up on your dreams.

“the nature of the industries in which i work is 

such that you are often faced with rejection and 

people who want to take pot- shots at you and 

it is important to back yourself and just keep 

going.

“Passion and resilience, they’re the keys. that 

and the ability to stay on your feet longer than 

anyone else.”

the travers morphett Lecture series was created 

in 2010 to commemorate the school’s 75th 

anniversary.

the lectures are designed to be delivered by 

a past student of the school who has gone 

on to become an expert in her field and who 

can inspire the new generation of students to 

achieve their own levels of excellence in post-

school life.

you can listen to Posie’s talk on the fahan 

website: www.fahan.tas.edu.au/articles/2011-

07-05-inspirational-travers-morphett-lecture

alumni update

diana collier (‘41) wrote to the 

communications team at the beginning of term 

two to share what she has been up to recently:

“i continue to be very much involved in 

aboriginal/non-aboriginal reconciliation, 

antar and oxfam.

i also, recently, attended an excellent forum 

on close the Gap in shepparton. about 80 

people attended and discussion in groups was 

stimulating. i also continue leading a group 

in castlemaine u3a on the history of english; 

signposts in the language for change and 

growth. also there are many activities with the 

Bendigo field naturalists.

Just now there are meetings around australia 

for a conversation about aboriginal and torres 

strait islander constitutional recognition. 

the aim is to get feedback (and submissions, 

if possible) from us ordinary folk on ways 

to alter, or not to alter, the constitution at 

a referendum, and to assess whether it is 

the right time to prepare for a referendum. i 

have attended two of these meetings, one in 

shepparton and the one held in the hobart 

town hall. i used to think ‘the constitution,  

how boooorring!’ - not any more.”

if you have news you would like to share please 

email communications@fahan.tas.edu.au 

connect

don’t forget to find the school online on 

facebook and twitter so that you can stay 

connected with each other and learn about 

all the latest news and events that are 

taking place at the school. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fahanschool

twitter: www.twitter.com/fahanschooltas

margo dishes up a delicious soup.

Posie delivering the 2011 
travers morphett Lecture.
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FeatureD 
aluMni

rachel edwards (‘91) — who sometimes 

goes by the name Paige turner.

fahan school has recently connected with 

rachel, or should we say Paige, via our twitter 

account. Paige/rachel is an avid twitterer — 

just another way in which she wields her most 

powerful tool, the written word. 

we asked rachel a few questions about her 

career and post-fahan life:

Describe a typical day at work.

“i do many things for a living – but all of them 

are focussed around the written word – and 

people. 

my primary job is events manager at fullers 

Bookshop, working with authors, publishers, 

poets and my colleagues to bring interesting, 

exciting book related events to a wide audience.

i also edit islet, which is an online journal for 

emerging writers published by island. 

i ‘work closely’ with Paige turner who hosts the 

weekly Book show on edge radio (tuesdays 

6pm) – and i write! 

a typical day can involve one million little 

chats about books, meeting with authors and 

publishers to plan events, a dash to the edge 

studio to do a pre-recorded interview with an 

author and in the evening, hosting an event 

and then home to either read for review or 

write. there might be a moment to blog – and i 

always try to end the day with some reading for 

pleasure.”

why did you decide to pursue a career in this 

field?

“this was not a conscious choice i made – 

though in hindsight i realise that i have always 

been heading in this direction. it just took a 

more deep and conscious appraisal of where 

my passions lie to establish that i am finally 

working in an industry that is truly fascinating 

to me. 

i finished a meditation retreat and the first 

newspaper i read afterwards had the fullers 

job advertised in it. i was already hosting the 

radio show and i had worked in bookshops in 

both adelaide and melbourne before – but i 

was managing a contact centre (for goodness’ 

sake!). there is an uncomfortably clichéd saying 

that if you love your job you get a seven day 

weekend – but that applies to me.”

How did your Fahan experience help you 

succeed in your career?

“i am so grateful for the formal education that 

fahan gave me – the grounding in the basics as 

well as room to question, think and create. the 

education we received taught us not only ‘facts’ 

but it taught us how to think, how to question 

and how to give.”

what are your favourite memories of your 

time at Fahan?

“my favourite memories are of intellectual 

and creative stimulation. such a pleasure! 

i have some very funny memories of drama 

performances. if i am honest, some of my 

favourite memories are of being naughty.”

what did you study at Fahan, and how did it 

shape your future path?

“i studied a broad selection of subjects, with a 

definite leaning towards the humanities. despite 

the fact i have had no use for calculus and still 

can’t understand the magic of numbers i know 

this broad education has put me in good stead 

for a life in my eclectic industry.”

what advice do you give to Fahan students 

about following their dreams?

“there are many things that you are told you 

‘should do,’ many things that are perceived as 

important. i say- listen to your heart, establish 

early what makes your heart and head sing. 

what resonates and makes you happy? Bear 

in mind this may change – and that is not a 

problem.”

you can stay in contact with rachel by following 

her twitter account -  

@paigelovesbooks - there are a lot of witty, 

insightful and downright funny tweets that 

spring from the mind of Paige.

recent tweets:

heading to Brigita ozolins fabulous 

reading room @tasmuseum to 

discuss catch 22. woot!

my old school has asked to profile 

me in alumni mag. i’m no nobel 

laureate or olympian, i just love 

books. and people.

a day of varied headspace: reading 

for interviews, writing review, board 

meeting. i sense a good stretching 

across some cerebral sections.

rachel and Grug at fullers 
Bookshop.
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important dates

Friday 7 - Sunday 9 October 

Fahan reunions for leavers of: 2010, 2006, 

2001, 1991, 1981, 1971, 1961, 19

important dates

Monday 19 september 

term 3 begins

Friday 7 - sunday 9 october 

fahan reunions for leavers of: 2010, 

2006, 2001, 1991, 1981, 1971, 1961, 

1951-55, 1941-45

Friday 7 october 

alumni V students hockey and netball 

matches (reunion)

Friday 7 october 

cocktail drinks in the south room 

(reunion)

saturday 8 october 

high tea (reunion)

Friday 11 november 

nateby club Lunch - ryc

tuesday 13 December 

term 3 ends

Monday 12 December 

speech night

fisher avenue, Lower sandy Bay 

tasmania 7005

Po BoX 2090, Lower sandy Bay 

tasmania 7005

Phone +61 3 6225 1064 

fax +61 3 6225 1263 

email fahanschool@fahan.tas.edu.au 

web www.fahan.tas.edu.au

Births

Lisa maclean (‘91) and tijan samba - daughter, 

amie anne ruby

engagements

rachel foster (‘05) and ahmad mohamad

marriages

meg mulchay (‘98) and Leighton adem

rosalind davidson (‘05) and anis ta’eed

deaths

Judy reeman (wilson-haffenden ‘50)

aluMni 
announceMents

meg and Leighton adem

L-r: nicolette williams (‘98 mulcahy), meg adem 
(mulcahy ‘98) and neil mulcahy (‘87 hutchins).

students in the 1980s.




